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WE ARE LOVED,
WE ARE SUPPORTED,
WE ARE TOGETHER,

WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
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A DIFFERENT
YEAR 

This year has been different to any we
have ever experienced before, and we
are praying we will have never have to
experience again.

However, despite the challenges that
COVID-19 has presented, it has been
fantastic to see our volunteer team step
up to the challenge of online youth and
children's work. It has also been a
privilege to 'do life' alongside our young
people as they navigated the sudden
change in their lives. Their adaptability
and resilience are a credit to them, and I
am so proud of each of them and all
they have achieved this year.

Whilst 2020/21 has been somewhat of a
challenge, there have also been some
positives. The biggest of these is that
our Youth Action Team has now finished
work on our new Youth and Children's
Strategy that will run from September
2021 - August 2026 and I can't wait to let
everyone see what we have been
working on.

We have managed to stay engaged with
children and young people in our
congregation and community through 

Andrew

our online presence, with
hundreds of hours of recorded
programmes and who can forget
the fantastic adventures of Dr
Potty and Denise!

As things start to reopen again, I
hope that we can build on the
lessons of the last year as we look
to improve everything we do so
our children and young people
have the best time they can with
us, allowing them to grow and
develop and learn more about
God.

As we emerge from the series of
lockdowns that dominated the
last year, I am really excited about
getting all our young people back
together and being able to meet
with our youth and children's
leaders again.

This year's youth report is a
slightly different format to normal
but I hope it still provides you
with an insight into the last year.  

God Bless,
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GOVERNANCE

The Youth Action Team is a subgroup of Kirk Session which makes decisions
around policies, governance and the direction of our youth and children's work.
In the past year, they have completed their work on developing a five year Youth
and Children’s Strategy to help steer our work. The strategy has now undergone
consultation with the Leaders in Charge of our Youth and Children's
organisations, as well as being presented to our Youth Leaders at the start of
June. It is hoped that the strategy will be presented to Kirk Session for approval
over the summer, ready for its launch in September. 

The Youth Action Team is made up of Mark Lyons (Convener), Mary Gibson,
Hubert Scott (session representatives), David Cleland (parent representative)
and Andrew Norrie (Youth Worker).

The Youth Leaders Forum is made up of the Leaders in Charge of each of our
organisations. Each organisation is invited to take a seat on the forum and GB
and BB can have a representative for each section. Membership of the Youth
Leaders Forum is not compulsory for organisations. The Forum shares ideas and
practice and consults with the Youth Action Team on any decisions they would
like to gather feedback on. They also report back to the Youth Action Team with
any issues they are having or to ask for any support or advice they feel they
need. The Youth Forum has no decision making powers.

The members for the 2020/21 year are Elaine Scott (Parent & Toddlers), Gillian
Rodgers (Sunday School & Bible Class), Ruth Cleland (Youth Club), Julie Craig
(Youth Fellowship), Robyn Weir (Girls Group), Diane Scott, Grace Cleland,
Jennifer Harper (GB), Hubert Scott (DofE), Heather Alexander, Simon McMinn,
Andrew Moore, Naomi Davidson (BB), Mary Gibson (Youth Action Team) &
Andrew Norrie (Chair).



BIBLE WEEK 2020



A WORD FROM OUR
ORGANISATIONS



Sunday School & Bible Class
Hello all 😀! It has been a long time since
we last met back in March 2020 but
September 2021 isn't too far away and
we are looking forward to seeing you all
back again at Sunday School and Bible
Class. 
Things will look a bit different than we
are used to this time around but please
don't let that put you off. Our main goal
of meeting together to praise and
worship God and learn more of Him and
His amazing love for us hasn't changed.
That, just like God, remains the same
regardless.
Continue to keep safe and we will see
you all in September.
On behalf of all the teachers,
Gillian 

Youth Fellowship
Hi to everyone who has been part of
Youth Fellowship this year! Despite
everything that Covid brought, it has
been really great to keep YF going, keep
the fellowship going, keep the learning
going, and keep the banter going. It has
obviously been tough to do everything
virtually, but as the online world is
where you’ve spent a large chunk of the
last year, it’s been good to meet you
where you’re at. We have missed seeing
everyone face-to-face, slouching on a
sofa, eating crisps and cookies, and
seeing where the conversation would
go, but things are on the move. We’ve
already started back to meeting in
person (even if that looks a bit different
with current restrictions) and it was
brilliant to see you. To everyone who
joined our zoom nights, thanks so much
for being part of that. To those who
were a bit “zoomed out” to face another
on-screen activity, we’d love you to
come along again and pick up where
things left off, or more importantly, pick
things up where you are now. So to
everyone, we can’t wait to get back to
our usual fellowship/ biz/ craic/
shenanigans and can’t wait for you guys
to be part of what’s coming up in the
months ahead. And yes, we’ll have crisps
and cookies ASAP. 

Young Men's Group
Have a great summer guys!! It has been
great to see so many of you joining us
virtually each Monday throughout the
past year. We've had a great time
exploring a wide range of topics. Being
back together in person for these last
few sessions has been great too and we
can't wait to see you all again in
September. 
Andrew & Andrew



Girls' Brigade
Hoping everyone is keeping well. It has
been so long since we've been together!
Things are looking more positive for the
next session and, God willing, we look
forward to welcoming you all back to
GB in September. Have a wonderful,
safe and hopefully sunny summer, see
you soon!

Youth Club
It has been great to be able to still link
in with you all through our virtual
Hangouts sessions but we can't wait to
be able to be back in the hall with
everyone in September. We have lots of
exciting things planned for the new
term, but have a great summer in the
meantime!! 
The Youth Club Team

Girls' Group
Due to the current restrictions, we have completed another year of online Girls’
Group. On the first Monday of the month, girls from Year 8 – Year 14 met on Zoom to
explore what it means to live a life for Christ and how to tackle some obstacles we
may face as young women in today’s world.

This year, we have completed a general theme entitled “you are…”, covering topics
that women of all ages can struggle with, including “you are…

· …wanted”
· …valued”
· …beautiful”
· …secure”
· …called” and
· …competent”

Within each subject, we used people from the Bible and their encounters with
Jesus to demonstrate the problems they faced and how, with Jesus’ help, they were
more than other people’s and their own perception. Through this, we pray that the
girls are empowered in Christ and understand that they are truly and
unconditionally loved by God just as He created them (perfectly). 



COURTNEY READY FOR HOLIDAY BIBLE WEEK 2020



In August 2020, we gathered online
with around 60 children from our
church and within the community for
Pyramid Rock.

During the week, children tuned into a
nightly programme hosted as usual by
Andrew, Courtney and Grace who
taught us all about the story of Joseph.
Each night, there was a craft to create,
games to play and challenges for the
leaders.

It was fantastic to see the pictures and
hear the jokes coming in from the
young people who were then featured
each evening. The young people also
got to submit challenges for the hosts
to take part in, with Andrew crowned
this year's winner!

Pyramid Rock was also when we were
first introduced to the crazy Dr Potty
and his long-suffering niece Denise. 
The comedy duo became an instant hit
and kept popping up throughout the
year.

We want to thank everyone who helped
make the week a success.

HOLIDAY
BIBLE WEEK
2020





Following the cancellation of our 2020
Youth Weekend in March 2020 and then
again in September 2020, it was
decided that we would hold a "Digital
Youth Weekend" during the October
half term break.

Over the weekend, young people took
part in talks lead by Lynne Gibson,
youth pastor at Belfast City Vineyard,
with worship led by Curtis McDonald. As
well as discussion groups and debates,
the weekend involved individual prayer
and Bible study activities to do at home.

The theme for the weekend was "Vision"
and we explored what it meant to follow
God's plan for our lives and how to
respond when things go slightly off
course.

While we had a great weekend, we can't
wait to be able to gather together again
in person in Portadown this September
for our rescheduled 2021 weekend. 

YOUTH
WEEKEND
2020

2021 Youth
Weekend

10th - 12th September
Year 9 - 14

Earlybird Price £60
 

Booking Now Open 



RUTH CLELAND RECEIVED THE NI WIDE INNOVATION AWARD FROM
ARLENE KEE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE EDUCATION AUTHORITY

YOUTH SERVICE FOR HER WORK SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH
PROGRAMMES IN DECEMBER 2020 



Hand Sanitising and Temperature
checks on arrival.
2m social distancing maintained at
all times.
Masks must be worn by those over 11.
Risk Assessments are completed and
regularly reviewed.
Programmes are being run outside
where possible.
Information booklets have been
produced for children and young
people.

Even though restrictions are easing and
our in-person youth and children
programmes can recommence, we are
still working through a number of
restrictions whilst trying to keep your
children safe.
 
Numbers at all of our programmes are
currently restricted and this is likely to
remain in place until at least
September, therefore children and
young people must be pre-registered to
attend.

In addition, we have implemented the
following measures to ensure the safety
of all:

HOW WE ARE
KEEPING YOU
SAFE

We will continue to monitor the
ongoing public health situation
and, as restrictions are eased, we
will adapt our plans accordingly.

If you have any questions about
our COVID-19 protocols, please
feel free to contact Andrew or the
church office. 



THE ADVENTURES
OF DR POTTY 


